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Global Climate Wake-Up Call: students in Silvy Panet-Raymond’s Creative Process in Dance class integrated the trees 
outside of the EV building into their performance instead of just hugging them to draw attention to the threat of climate change. 
Their flash mob performance on Sept. 21 was one of over 2 600 events held in 134 countries intended to raise awareness in the 
months leading to December’s UN climate change conference in Copenhagen. For more about the movement and upcoming events, go 
to tcktcktck.org/wakeup. Check out cjournal.concordia.ca for video of the performance. 
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AWAY FROM HOME 


International students reception 
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SOLAR CROSSING 9 


Students design system for transatlantic race 





JMSB finally has a new home 


Building sets green standard and has multi-use facilities 


KAREN HERLAND 


The JMSB finally has a home for its 
nearly 8 000 students, 332 faculty and 90 
staff. Sept. 22 marked the grand open- 
ing after nine years of careful planning 
and consideration. 

The wheels for the project were set 
in motion in 2000 when the Molson 
Foundation and Molson Inc. each 
offered $5 million and the name of 
their ancestor to establish the John 
Molson School of Business. 
Subsequent contributions from the 
Molson Foundation and province led 
to the inauguration of the 17-storey, 
37 000-square-foot MB Building at the 
corner of Guy St. and De Maisonneuve 
Blvd. The construction, was done on 
time and below budget. 

The building's finishes, materials, 
air quality, water and energy alloca- 
tion have earned it the right to apply 
for silver certification in the 
Leadership in Energy and 


Environmental Design (LEED) green- 
building rating system (to be deter- 
mined once the building is operating 
at full capacity). 

“This is in tune with what we are 
doing in our programs,” said JMSB 
Dean Sanjay Sharma. “Our students 
want courses in corporate social 
responsibility and sustainability. We 
are educating global citizens to under- 
stand the complex business environ- 
ment.” The MB Building also houses 
the David O'Brien Centre for 
Sustainable Enterprise Research. 

Recently, Bruce Kuwabara, architect 
with the consortium KPMB/FSA that 
designed the building, led a tour of the 
facility. He discussed the project as a 
decidedly urban, vertical space, link- 
ing Quartier Concordia, the transit 
system and the city. “This building 
relates to its non-identical twin [the 
EV Building] as they were conceived 
together and born four years apart.” 

Kuwabara explained the buildings 


are an integral part of the city. “One 
faces the river and the other the 
mountain.” He stressed the 
importance of the quality of light 
throughout the structure. Large pic- 
ture windows connect the flow of traf- 
fic in the building to the traffic of the 
streets outside. 

While the tunnel between the build- 
ing and the Guy-Concordia Metro sta- 
tion is two floors underground, it’s 
awash with natural light. 

The link to public transit is no acci- 
dent, given the building’s green pro- 
file. There is no car parking built into 
the structure but bike parking is 
planned. Among the various measures 
aimed at earning the silver LEED cer- 
tification are the use of grey water to 
reduce overall water consumption, a 
green roof project for the fourth floor 
and motion sensors to shut down light 
or heating systems when rooms and 
offices are not in use. 


also 


CONTINUED ON P. 2 
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Molsons build on Concordia pride 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


Quebec's Minister of Education, 
Recreation and Sports could 
barely contain her enthusiasm at 
the grand opening of the new 
John Molson School of Business 
building on Sept. 22. 

“I'm so moved to be here with 
you, said an impassioned 
Michelle Courchesne. 

Hundreds of special guests, 
donors, senior administrators, 
staff, faculty and students gath- 
ered in the lobby of the MB 
Building for a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony to inaugurate the 
$118.5-million structure. 

On behalf of the Quebec gov- 
ernment, Courchesne paid trib- 
ute to Eric H. Molson, his wife 
Jane, and the entire Molson fam- 
ily for their incredible contribu- 
tion to Quebec society. John 
Molson started the Molson 
Brewing Company in 1786 and 
became one of Canada’s most 
prominent entrepreneurs. 

“You built not only Montreal, 
but you built who we are,’ she 
said to Eric Molson, who was 
visibly moved by her words. 

At the podium, Molson spoke 
about how proud he was to have 
a building in the name of his 





From left, Quebec’s Minister of Education, Recreation and Sports Michelle Courchesne, President Judith 
Woodsworth, and Chairman Emeritus of Molson Coors Brewing Company Eric H. Molson share a laugh at the 
opening of the MB Building. 


ancestor. He serves as Chairman 


Emeritus of Molson Coors 
Brewing Company and 
Chancellor Emeritus of 


MB Building breakdown by floors 


11" - [5° floors 
Board and conference rooms, and 
faculty and administration offices 


9" -10" floors 
Currently vacant. Will serve 
future Faculty needs 


8" floor 

Expected to become 
temporary home of 

Music Department in 2010 


7® floor 
Temporary studios of 
dance and theatre 


6" floor 
Privatized programs, 
such as the Executive MBA 


5” floor 
Graduate student 
classrooms and facilities 


2” basement to 4" floor 
Undergraduate classrooms 
and student associations 


Concordia. He also underlined 

the importance of students giv- 

ing back to the community. 
President and Vice- 





Chancellor Judith Woodsworth 
thanked the Molsons and 
Courchesne, who provided con- 
siderable support to the project. 
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“Many of you may remember 
that this spot was just an empty 
lot only two-and-a-half years 
ago. But look at us now, she 
said, adding that the state-of- 
the-art facility is now home to 
top-notch professors and 
research facilities. 

Master of ceremonies and 
Board of Governors Chair Peter 
Kruyt recognized the substan- 
tial moral and financial backing 
from donors, businesses, gov- 
ernment officials and communi- 
ty members. 

Also in attendance were 35 
student volunteers from JMSB 
wearing burgundy t-shirts that 


read, “Thank you Molson 
Family. Rose Wangechi, 
Advancement and Alumni 


Relations Officer for Student 
Programs, said she was 
impressed with their dedica- 
tion to the school. “They woke 
up very early to come celebrate 
the opening of their new build- 
ing. They're very proud, she 
said. 

Following the ceremony,, 
Sharma _ welcomed _ invited 
guests to the sixth floor for a 
luncheon, where attendees 
enjoyed an international buffet, 
wine, and Molson beer. 


JMSB finally 
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has a new home 


CONTINUED FROM P. | 

The facility also hosts the world’s largest integrated 
solar panel producing heat and power, courtesy of engi- 
neering professor Andreas Athienitis team (see p. 3). 

Of course, the building’s main purpose is to offer 
classroom and study spaces for thousands of students. 
Kuwabara said early in the project, representatives trav- 
elled to Harvard, the Wharton School of the University 
of Pennsylvania, MIT’s Sloan School of Management and 
elsewhere to better understand differing classroom 
environments. 

As a result of this analysis, the architects concluded 
that the classrooms would not only vary in size but 
would also accommodate a range of teaching styles. 
The larger auditorium-styled classrooms are built quite 
shallow so that no student is more than six rows away 
from the front of the class and the professor can take 
advantage of lateral space. Other classrooms have 
horseshoe designs, allowing for better student interac- 
tion. Traditional classrooms are equipped with stag- 
gered fixed and moveable chairs to allow students to 
break out into small groups. A trader's room on the 12th 
floor will make it possible for students to monitor stock 
activity at desktop terminals. 

All rooms have controlled shades to manage heat and 
light. Some even have panels that muffle sound and pro- 
vide a handy surface to display student work. 

The building boasts dozens of closed and semi-private 
study areas in which students can meet to discuss group 
projects or access the building's wireless network. 
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Spotlight on solar panels | 


Athienitis’ 





Building, Civil and Environmental Professor Andreas Athienitis (centre) stands with JMSB Dean Sanjay Sharma 
(left) and Chairman Emeritus of Molson Coors Brewing Company and Chancellor Emeritus of Concordia Eric H. 


research makes MB Building shine 


Molson at the luncheon following the MB Building opening ceremonies on Sept. 22. 


Russ Cooper 


It's probably not the first time a 
researcher has celebrated his or 
her work with a more than a few 
Molsons, but this may be the first 
time one had done so with more 
than a few Molsons. 

When the MB Building official- 
ly opened on Sept. 22, Building, 
Civil and Environmental Engin- 
eering Professor and Tier 1 
Concordia Research Chair in 
Solar Energy Andreas Athienitis 
was in the company of a nearly a 
dozen members of the Molson 
family — among others — to intro- 
duce to the larger community the 
solar panel system developed by 
the NSERC Solar Buildings 
Research Network (SBRN) atop 
the new state-of-the-art struc- 
ture. 

The MB Building is crowning 
jewel is the 300 sq m solar panel 
system. This is the world’s first 
fully functional building inte- 
grated _photovoltaic/thermal 
(BIPV/T) installation (able to 
generate both heat and electric- 
ity simultaneously) that uses a 
high-efficiency distributed air 
inlet technology with this par- 
ticular configuration in a high- 
rise office building. “The energy 
system isn't part of the wall; it is 
the wall” says Athienitis, the 
SBRN’s Principal Investigator 
and Scientific Director. 

The panels absorb solar energy 
and convert it to electrical ener- 
gy. At the same time, they also 
take in fresh air from the exterior 
and heat it with solar energy, 


converting it to thermal energy 
to fulfill a portion of MB's heat- 
ing requirements by way of fans 
behind the panel facade. “Other 
panels can capture thermal 
energy, but can't really use it. 
Here, we can. It’s a very opti- 
mized concept” 

The fans have a nifty second- 
ary function, too; they cool the 
panels and help them reach 
optimum cooler temperatures 
so as to generate more electrici- 
ty. (The panels can get 40°C hot- 
ter than outdoor air.) 

When the sun is shining, the 
system can provide 25 kW of 
electricity and 75 kW of heat; 
enough energy to power 1 250 
CFL lightbulbs or seven average 
Canadian homes year-round. 

What's more, when the build- 
ing’s energy demands are low, the 
panel system may continue to 
generate power for export to the 
provincial electricity network, 
transforming the building from a 
passive consumer to a net energy 
producer — a first for an office 
building. 

Athienitis has had some very 
capable company to develop the 
system. Alongside himself and 
SBRN Network Manager Meli 
Stylianou, MSc building engi- 
neering graduate Brendan 
O'Neill, who served as the main 
project engineer, was a key figure 
from the project's inception 
(O'Neill has recently left SBRN for 
employment in a large engineer- 
ing consulting company). Also 
integral were BCEE undergrad 
James Bambara and BCEE mas- 


ter’s student Mathieu  St- 
Germain, who both helped work 
on the instrumentation and 
weather monitoring portions, 
and will continue with the proj- 
ect. 

As well, the project couldn't 
have been completed without the 
help of partners NRCan, PV mod- 
ule supplier Day4 Energy, 
Conserval Engineering and 
Sustainable Energy Technologies 
as well as NSERC research fund- 
ing. 

The MB Building is one of 
three full-scale BIPVIT projects 
currently being conducted at the 
SBRN. The other two are sepa- 
rate-but-related —__ zero-energy 
houses (see Journal, Dec. 6, 2007); 
both projects also headed by 
Athienitis. All three projects are 
funded by Natural Resources 
Canadas Technology Early 
Action Measures. 

These technologies are part of 
his major initiatives to create 
zero-energy communities in the 
future. While many of the details 
are still under wraps, the goal 
would be to equip houses in a vil- 
lage or neighbourhood with tech- 
nology able to generate enough 
energy for all heating and cooling 
requirements, and also to gener- 
ate enough power for one electric 
car per home. 

“When you look at the com- 
plete picture, it’s completely tan- 
gible? he explained. “It can be 
done now, but the question is just 
cost-effectiveness which can be 
achieved through our research 
and demonstration projects.” 
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ACCOLADES 


A Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science capstone project has 
won the first place prize at this year's national Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers (IEEE) TELUS Innovation Awards. The Multi- 
Touch Multi-User Interactive Surface Using Computer Vision, a project 
led by Professor Reza Soleymani, won $10 000 at the competition in 
Mississauga, Ont in Sept. The project has received attention from TELUS 
for future funding and development. 


“Qo 


On Sept. 23, the Honorable Gary Goodyear, Minister of State (Science 
and Technology), announced two Concordia University professors have 
received further Tier-2 funding of $100 000 annually over a five year peri- 
od from the Canada Research Chairs (CRC) program. Psychology 
Professor Mark A. Ellenbogen is reconfirmed as the CRC in 
Developmental Psychopathology and CIISE Professor Yong Zeng is 
reconfirmed as the CRC in Design Science. 


No@Qo 


On Sept. 21, Professor in the Education 
Department Arpi Hamalian was 
honoured as one of 11 YWCA 2009 
Women of Distinction, receiving the 
Education Award. During her 30+ 
years at Concordia, Hamalian has 
served as Chair of the Department of 
Education, Principal of the Simone de 
Beauvoir Institute, President of the 
Concordia _—_- University — Faculty 
Association (CUFA), and was the first 
female President of the Quebec 
Federation of University Professors 
(FQPPU). 





~\@Qo 


Congratulations to Humanities PhD student Joanne Hui for the selec- 
tion of her artwork, entitled The Potato Wars: Chinese-Canadian 
Resistance during the Exclusion Era, for inclusion in the exhibition 
DIASPORArt; Strategy and Seduction by Canadian Artists from 
Culturally Diverse Communities. The exhibition will be displayed in the 
Ambassadors Room in Rideau Hall, the official residence of the Governor 
General Michaélle Jean. The exhibition opened Sept. 21 and will remain 
on display for one year. 


 ~S 


Two Concordia researchers are involved in SPOT, a research project 
designed to reinforce HIV prevention among men who have sex with 
men. Both professor Gilbert Emond and part-time lecturer Thomas 
Haig are among the researchers on the project, headed by Mark A. 
Wainberg, former president of the International AIDS Society. The proj- 
ect was established over a year ago (see Journal, Jan. 7, 2008). The Sept. 16 
opening of the rapid-testing, drop-in and support centre in the gay village 
sets the practical aspect of the research in motion. Organizers hope to deliv- 
er 4.000 tests, along with information and resources, between now and Dec. 
2010. 


~o@ 


Congrats to R4, whose work in developing Concordia’s rigorous environ- 
mental policy have helped the school win this year's Prix québécois d'en- 
treprise citoyenne in the category of environment, large institutions. The 
prize is awarded in recognition of actions taken by Quebec-based busi- 
nesses to introduce and promote innovative practices in business ethics 
and sustainable development. Created under this policy, the large-scale 
composting program allowed Concordia to recycle 20 tons of waste 
material that would otherwise have gone to the dump — four times the 
amount normally recycled — in the 2008-09 academic year alone. 


~oe 


Last issue, the Journal overlooked the awarding to a Concordian ofa sec- 
ond Canadian Psychological Association (CPA) award at their 70th con- 
vention in June. Psychology Professor Adam S. Radomsky was the 
recipient of the Distinguished Contributions to Public or Community 
Service award. Psychology Professor Andrew Ryder won the President's 
New Researcher Award at the same event. 
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SENATENOTES 


The first Senate meeting of the academic year on Sept. 18 was efficient and 
brief. 


This was the first time Senators used the consent agenda, a change introduced 
last year as part of a review on the operations of Senate. As Provost David 
Graham explained, this agenda is intended to reduce time spent on routine 
administrative matters by combining items expected to be unremarkable, to 
be approved en masse. In this case, that amounted to several uncontested 
nominations to various Senate committees, adoption of standing committee 
reports (only one had actually met since the last meeting of Senate in May), 
and the approval of the minutes of that meeting. It was also underscored that 
any item can be removed from the consent agenda if two Senators feel it mer- 
its discussion in the larger forum. 


The rest of the meeting included presentation of the annual report of the 
Academic Hearing Panel. It was noted the ongoing campaign against plagia- 
rism began in earnest two years ago seems to have paradoxically led to more, 
not fewer, charges of academic misconduct being launched. Vice-President 
External Relations and Secretary General Bram Freedman suggested that an 
increased awareness of what constitutes academic misconduct was likely the 
reason for more charges being laid. 


Since President Judith Woodsworth had not yet returned from her trip to 
China when Senate met, her written report was more extensive than usual, 
covering notable university achievements of the last several months in a num- 
ber of academic and administrative areas. 


The bulk of the meeting revolved around a ballot system to elect representa- 
tives to the Senate steering committee. While ballots were tallied, several 
questions were raised. Among them, the university's strategy for addressing 
the HIN1 virus (memos to deans, managers and students were being pre- 
pared). 


The next meeting will be held on Oct. 16, 


Conversations with the President 


After the success of last year’s inaugural series, the dates for this month's 
Conversations with the President have been announced. The get-togethers 


will be limited to 25 participants each, on a first-come first-served basis. 


* Monday, October 5, 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon, Loyola Campus (AD-224) 
* Tuesday, October 13, 5:30 to 7 p.m., SGW Campus (GM-801 -4) 
* Tuesday, October 20, 2:30 to 4 p.m., SGW Campus (GM-801-4) 


To sign up, email conversations@concordia.ca and 

* identify yourself as either faculty, staff or student 

* include the faculty or department you are in 

* if you are a student, please provide your ID number 


Fall 2009 Convocation Ceremonies 
Information for Faculty & Staff 


The Fall 2009 convocation ceremonies will be held on 
Friday, Nov. 13, 2009 at the following times: 


10:00 a.m. 
Faculty of Arts and Science 


3:00 p.m. 
Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 
and Faculty of Fine Arts (joint ceremony) 


7:00 p.m. 
John Molson School of Business 


All the ceremonies will take place at Place des Arts, Salle Wilfrid-Pelletier. 


If you wish to have a seat on stage, please complete and submit the 
convocation reservation form by going to concordia.dmilne.com. 
Stage seating is limited so you must submit your reservation no later 
than Friday, October 23, 2009. 


If you are a Fall 2009 graduate, please visit the student convocation site 
at registrar.concordia.ca/convo. 


Maathai helps 
conservation take root 





Nobel Peace Prize winner Wangari Maathai addresses the crowd as David Suzuki looks on at a cocktail recep- 
tion at the Maison Jeanne Sauvé. Earlier, the world-renowned environmentalist shared her vision of change 
with an audience in H-110. She inspired students with stories of personal sacrifice and stressed that every 
single person can make a difference. Maathai’s lecture was presented by the Concordia Student Union in asso- 
ciation with the Sustainability Action Fund, the Arts and Science Federation of Associations, the university and 


the Yves Rocher Foundation. 


Find out more about the Green Belt Movement, Maathai’s forest conservation effort based in Nairobi, by 
visiting greenbeltmovement.org. For information about the CSU Speaker Series, visit life.csu.gc.ca. 


Repurposing religious sites 


KAREN HERLAND 


The relationship between west- 
ern religions and our physical 
environment is rapidly chang- 
ing with tremendous repercus- 
sions socially, culturally and 
economically. This effects an 
ever-growing number of monu- 
mental building complexes that 
have both great heritage value 
and potential for future use. 

Balancing those priorities has 
preoccupied Concordia since it 
acquired the Grey Nuns Mother 
House as part of the expanding 
Quartier Concordia project. On 
Oct. 7, Concordia will host the 
launch of Religious Houses: A 
Legacy, an international confer- 
ence examining the challenges 
of repurposing convents, 
abbeys, monasteries and mis- 
sions. 

The conference is co-organ- 
ized by Concordia, UQAM and 
the Conseil du _ patrimoine 
religieux du Québec. Invited 
guests include representatives 
from Italy, Spain, France, 
Belgium and Mexico, as well as 
North America. “It treats the 
issue as an intellectual matter 
and moves it into a wider socio- 
cultural scope than merely real 
estate development,” said 


Clarence Epstein, responsible 
for special projects and cultural 
affairs, Office of the President. 

As the question of acquiring a 
historic site begins to involve 
more members of the university 
community, the Faculty of Fine 
Arts has taken a particular 
interest — since the Mother 
House will be its new home. A 
related show at the FOFA 
Gallery is slated to open simul- 
taneously and a public lecture 
by urban heritage specialist, 
Luc Noppen, titled “The 
Renaissance of Convents” will 
take place on Oct. 8 at 6 p.m. at 
the D.B. Clarke Theatre. 

Art History professor Cynthia 
Hammond has invited students 
in two architectural history 
seminars (one undergraduate 
and one graduate) to the confer- 
ence. “I'm looking forward to 
the perspectives of an interna- 
tional range of scholars on the 
global question of religious her- 
itage,” said Hammond, stressing 
there are often very different 
views. 

On Oct. 10, the conference 
moves to the Ecole des 
Ursulines in Quebec City. 
Epstein explained the split 
between Montreal and Quebec 
City allows participants to visit 


a range of repurposed institu- 
tions. On the afternoon of Oct. 
11, the final day of the confer- 
ence, nearly 20 religious com- 
plexes across Quebec will open 
their doors to the public for free, 
guided tours. For more, go to 
colloquepatrimoinereligieux.qc.ca. 
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Digital and Special Collections Librarian Annie Murray shares a glance 
with a bust of poet Irving Layton in the archives at Vanier Library. The 
statue will be displayed at Layton Out Loud on Oct. |. Aside from library 
and archive staff, “these things probably haven’t been seen by anyone in 


thirty years,” says Murray. 


Russ COOPER 


Fifty archival boxes sit on the 
shelves of a fluorescently lit, cli- 
mate-controlled storeroom in 
the Vanier Library. It’s a humble, 
eerily sterile home for the com- 
plete collected works of poet 
Irving Layton, a man remem- 
bered equally for his pride and 
fertile words. 

It’s a backdrop seemingly too 
poetically rich for him to with- 
hold comment on, even posthu- 
mously. On the top shelf rest two 
busts of Layton - one, eyes open 
and smiling; the other, eyes 
closed and sombre - as if he 
were silently mulling over a 
poem about the life contained in 
these 50 boxes, 

Quiet as it may be right now, 
his legacy is about to get louder. 

At 6 p.m. on Oct. 1 at Vanier 
Library, Layton will be com- 
memorated at Layton Out Loud, 





Theatre professor and acting chair of the department Nancy Helms (left) 


the homecoming event organ- 
ized by the Special Collections 
team at Concordia Libraries to 
honour the man’s literary legacy 
and his lengthy relationship 
with Concordia. 

The collection (consisting of 
all his published works, letters, 
CBC interviews, 300 audio 
recordings, scrapbooks and all 
the drafts of his poems includ- 
ing some written on_ stray 
paperbags) has resided at 
Concordia for nearly 40 years. 

The event will include an 
exhibit of selected works, an 
audio exhibit complete with 
MP3 players, and a colourful 
interpretation of Layton poems 
by three theatre students. This 
will be the second event hon- 
ouring Layton this fall; on Sept. 
26 and 27, Special Collections 
hosted the 26th Montreal 
Antiquarian Book Fair in the 
McConnell Atrium, which dis- 


ine \ 


coaches undergrad Shannon Hamilton during a rehearsal on Sept. 25 in 
YL.126. Hamilton will be interpreting Layton’s 1963 poem There Were No 


Signs at the event. 
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played early Layton manu- 
scripts. 

Layton taught creative writ- 
ing part-time at SGW University 
from 1949-65 and became poet 
in residence from 1965-69. He 
made a jump to York University 
in 1970-78 to teach creative 
writing, but didn’t disconnect 
from Concordia completely. 

In the early 70s, Layton began 
discussing with then-head of the 
reference department Jim 
Polson the possibility of housing 
all his material at Concordia. 
When Polson saw the amount of 
material Layton had, he hired 
English literature master’s stu- 
dent Joy Bennett to help organ- 
ize the collection. Bennett went 
on to be a librarian and univer- 
sity administrator. 

Although she wasn't particu- 
larly familiar with Layton’s work, 
Bennett jumped at the chance 
to work with such a prominent 
figure. 

“Irving was larger than life..He 
was one of the most charismatic 
individuals I'd ever met, she 
says. “He would show up unan- 
nounced with a gym bag full of 
his stuff, and the whole: place 
would go abuzz’ 

In 1974, an arrangement was 
formalized whereby he would 
donate or sell his manuscripts, 
correspondence and other relat- 
ed material to the Libraries’ 
Special Collections in the Norris 
Building. Extending beyond the 
library walls, Bennett says 
Layton was remarkably gener- 
ous with his time, often arrang- 
ing speaking engagements with 
students in creative writing, 

His lengthy service and gen- 
erosity was recognized with an 
honorary doctorate in 1976. 
Shortly thereafter, he returned 
to his Concordia duties as writer 
in residence, and was also made 
an adjunct English professor. 

Over the years, Layton and 
Bennett grew close in friend- 
ship, transcending a strictly pro- 
fessional relationship. Roughly 
20 years ago, Bennett decided to 
adopt a baby from Romania. 
Layton, who was born in the 
Romanian town of Tirgul Neamt 
in 1912, took personal interest 
in her plans. “He was thrilled? 
she says. “He really thought that 
was special and it was some- 
thing we shared. He always 
remembered his heritage” 

It was his openness and pas- 
sion for life that kept their affin- 
ity for each other growing. In 
1993, Bennett co-edited Raging 
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The quiet madman making noise 


Libraries to honour the legacy of poet Irving Layton 


Like a Fire (Véhicle Press), a col- 
lection of memoirs, letters and 
poems in honour of Layton. The 
book presented her with an 
opportunity for her own tribute; 
inspired by Layton’s profound 
ode to his daughter, Song for 
Naomi, Bennett penned a poem 
for her daughter. Her version, 
Song for Marian, graced Layton’s 
eyes for the first time as they 
presented the book to him at an 
event celebrating his 80th birth- 
day. The celebration marked the 
beginning of a difficult period in 
time, Bennett reflects, as it 
became apparent his battle with 
Alzheimer’s had begun to take 
effect. 

“It was kind of hard. I couldn't 
bear to see him and know he 
wouldn't know who I was,” she 
says. It was an ailment that 
would increasingly afflict him 
until his death at the age of 93 in 
Jan. 2006. 

Today, the collection is being 
cared for by Digital and Special 





Nancy Helms and asked her if 
shed be interested in finding a 
few undergrads to perform 
Layton’s poetry for the event. 
Three _—_ stepped forward. 
Alexandra Draghici will be per- 
forming 1956's The Fertile Muck, 
Shannon Hamilton will perform 
1963's There Were No Signs and 
Mireck Metelski, 1978’s Night 
Music. 

“It's neat because they chose 
the poems themselves, and each 
one spans different periods of 
his writing,’ says Helms. “They 
each have different voices 
depending on where he was in 
his life” 

Helms has worked closely 


with the three over the latter 


half of the summer and into the 
fall to bring out their individual 
interpretations. How exactly the 
interpretation will unfold is as 
personal as the words being 
read. “My opinion is, ‘when it’s 
on the page, it’s up for grabs’” 
she says. 


Theatre student Alexandra Draghici rehearses the 1956 poem The Fertile 
Muck. “He believed in soulfulness, truth and passion. | think it’s impor- 
tant for someone to keep these things alive,” she says. 


Collections Librarian Annie 
Murray — one of the key person- 
alities in realizing the Layton 
Out Loud event. Like Bennett 
before her, Murray has both a 
BA and MA in English literature 
and had always been aware of 
Layton, but strangely had never 
examined his work. Stranger 
still, her exposure to Layton was 
limited to reading Song for 
Naomi in high school - the same 
poem that affected Bennett 
years before. 

“It's weird to be _ totally 
enmeshed in one person's world. 
I've seen his handwriting, all his 
letters” says Murray. “I never 
knew him, but I sort of know 
him. He's like a powerful ghost” 

This summer, Murray con- 
tacted theatre professor and 
acting chair of the department 


Draghici, now in her last year, 
has had a long love for Layton, 
stretching all the way back to 
her childhood. “He's part of my 
soul,” she says. 

“When I think of him, I think 
of someone |...] claiming his 
power and not having to work 
for it because of his intense 
presence. I think of somebody 
who isn’t perfect but probably 
stayed true to himself” 

For Bennett, the event marks 
a complete circle of sorts — a fit- 
ting tribute to someone who 
helped the school, the writing 
community and Canadian liter- 
ature so much. 

“I'm really pleased to see him 
truly appreciated” 

For video of interviews and 
Layton Out Loud rehearsals, 
please see cjournal.concordia.ca. 
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Students mix and mingle 


Reception at Montefiore Club welcomes new international students 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


Surviving Montreal's wintry 
weather was a hot topic for dis- 
cussion as new international stu- 
dents mingled with consular rep- 
resentatives, faculty and staff at 
the International Students’ 
Reception on Sept. 22. 

“In Canada, we like to talk about 
the weather? said President Judith 
Woodsworth to the 300 guests 
gathered at the Montefiore Club. 

If you find yourself searching 
for a topic of conversation while 
waiting for the shuttle bus or the 
elevator, she light-heartedly told 
the audience to try asking: “Is it 
cold enough for you?” 

For international student Eric 
Moses Gashirabake, Montreal is 
plenty cold. He grew up in 
Rwanda and Kenya and moved to 
Quebec in 2007. 

“It gets too cold and too hot 
here; said Gashirabake, who is 
studying bio-chemistry. 

Pianist Chiawen Wu, originally 
from Taiwan, has lived in 
Cleveland for the past 11 years so 
she's used to the weather. She is 
working on a graduate diploma in 
advanced music performance 





International students sheepishly raise their hands when President Judith Woodsworth asked if any of them 
missed their mothers during the event on Sept. 22. 


studies. Wu has visited Montreal 
several times and, impressed by 
the diversity and bilingualism, 
chose Concordia to pursue her 
studies. 

“People are so nice here; she 
said. 

Aurélie Tzeuton, who was born 
in France to Cameroonian par- 
ents, couldn't believe her luck 


when she saw Cameroon on engi- 
neering student Austin Takam's 
nametag. She was thrilled with 
the opportunity to exchange sto- 
ries with Austin, who, as it turns 
out, grew up near her family in the 
West African country. 

Tzeuton, an international busi- 
ness major, misses her mom's 
food and has been surviving on 


frozen meals. She has already set- 
tled into an apartment on Berri 
and will be cooking African dishes 
as soon as she can find all the 
ingredients. 

Mohamed Amid Mhamdi, 24, 
who hails from Morocco, is pursu- 
ing a masters degree in software 
engineering. His professors back 
home highly recommended that 


CLASSACTION 
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he study in Canada and he found 
exactly what he wanted at 
Concordia. 

“I'm glad I chose this university. 
The students are really open- 
minded, he said. 

Hosted by the Office of the 
President, the annual event wel- 
comes international students to 
Concordia and allows them to 
meet each other, along with uni- 
versity staff and faculty, govern- 
ment officials, and representatives 
from over a dozen consulates. 

Associate Vice-president, 
Enrolment and Student Services, 
Roger Cété explained how stu- 
dents could access various on- 
campus resources like financial 
aid and awards, the work-study 
program and student assistance. 

“We're here to help you make 
the most of your university expe- 
rience,’ he said. 

Mhamdi said he feels ready to 
confront the challenges ahead. 
He wants to learn about 
Canadian culture, improve his 
French and English, get involved 
in the community. 

“You don't come such a long 
way for nothing. I want to suc- 
ceed here,’ he said. 





Russ Cooper 


Music therapy - it’s a sound way 
to restore, maintain and 
improve emotional, physical 
and spiritual well-being. And, as 
a recent hire in the new 
Graduate Certificate in Music 
Therapy program, Assistant 





Guylaine Vaillancourt 


A different kind of doctor’s note 


Professor Guylaine Vaillancourt 
knows that simple melodies 
often work best. 

“Tt’s all about learning how stu- 
dents can connect with patients 
and clients to make their lives 
better; says Vaillancourt. 

Launched this fall by the 
Department of Creative Arts 
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Therapies, the 12-month pro- 
gram (created by Music Therapy 
Director and Professor Sandra 
Curtis) is intended for students 
to become music therapists, eli- 
gible for accreditation through 
the Canadian Association for 
Music Therapy (CAMT). 

One class Vaillancourt is 
teaching this semester is MTHY 
503 - Music Therapy for Adults. 
The 1-credit course provides its 
13 students clinical practice 
with diverse adult populations, 
such as adults in palliative, 
oncological or geriatric care, or 
adults with developmental dis- 
abilities or mental health diffi- 
culties. In the winter term, the 
course will focus on music ther- 
apy for children. 

“It's very interesting because 
all the students in the program 
come from different back- 
grounds, says Vaillancourt, who 
came to Concordia after recent- 
ly completing her PhD in music 


therapy from Antioch University 
in Ohio with 20 years of previous 
experience as a music therapist 
in hospitals in Montreal and 
New York. “Some come from 
communications, psychology, 
education, but they're all musi- 
cians. Many of them have never 
worked in a hospital, nursing 
homes or community centres. 
So, there is a lot to learn? 

The class teaches a broad 
range of assessment techniques, 
intervention methods and 
strategies, counselling skills, an 
overview of the various popula- 
tions, and improvisation. 

In class, there are many instru- 
ments the students can pick up 
and play. “They learn about 
improvisation as a way to con- 
nect with clients. It's a way to be 
in a relationship, but through 
music in a non-verbal, creative 
way: 

The class is divided into two 
portions; the in-class portion cov- 


ers the theoretical and practical 
methodology, while the 
practicum portion places the stu- 
dents in hospitals, community 
centres or nursing homes to work 
directly with clients. Vaillancourt 
says an experiential ethos with 
the goal of healing is the overall 
bridge between the two. 

The Department of Creative 
Arts Therapies is in the process 
of applying for a masters pro- 
gram in Music Therapy. Should 
it be accepted, those accredited 
certificate grads would have a 
leg up on being accepted into 
the masters program. 

On Oct. 3, the Department of 
Creative Arts is hosting a Music 
Therapy workshop for all those 
interested in learning more 
about the field of study, as well 
as educational and career possi- 
bilities. The workshop is free of 
charge but registration is 
required. Contact infomt@alcor. 
concordia.ca. 
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Full steam ahead for student aid 


Concordians march to Loyola in the 20th annual Shuffle 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 





The air was brisk but the sun was 
shining as _ hundreds of 
Concordians walked, jogged, and 
cycled 6.5 km during the 20th 
anniversary of the Shuffle and 
raised $52,000 — and counting. 

Participants set off from the 
EV Building just after 1 p.m. on 
Sept. 25 and made their way to 
Loyola during the annual walk- 
a-thon to raise funds for schol- 
arships and bursaries. 


Up to 30 staff members from. 


Human Resources were there in 
fine form, wearing colourful 
hats, purple hair extensions and 
beaded necklaces. 

“Dressing up has become a tra- 


Director of Employment and 
Organizational _ Effectiveness. 
“Our theme is Mardi Gras but as 
you can see, it’s a little disjointed? 
But their bandanas and 
Mickey Mouse ears couldn't top 
third-year John Molson School 
of Business student Mitch 
Robitaille, who was recognized 
as the Most Flamboyant 
Shuffler because he donned a 
full clown suit, complete with 
curly blue hair and a red nose. 
Robitaille took his fundraising 


a step further and pledged on — 


_ Facebook to wear the suit for a 


dition? said Anna Michetti, — 


Mitch Robitaille (left) hangs out 
with Buzz the Stinger Bee before 
heading out last Friday. 
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full week ifhe raised at least $500. 
Turns out he raised $510. 

“I'm not sure how the general 
university population is going to 
react... but it’s certainly going to 
be an interesting week; he said. 

Vice-President, Advancement 
and Alumni Relations Kathy 
Assayag applauded the shufflers 
for their efforts. “I want to thank 
you all for the part that you play 
in providing scholarships and 
bursaries for students’ 

Before kicking off the barbe- 
cue under a white tent at 
Loyola, organizers drew the 
winners of larger prizes, such as 
tickets to New York courtesy of 
Norko Travel and a $500 gift cer- 
tificate from Reebok Sainte- 
Catherine. More than 40 addi- 
tional prize packs were 
announced later that afternoon. 





See the list of winners at 
giving concondia.ca/compmmatty/ 
shuffle/prizes. — 


‘Recent retiree Huguette Albert, 
who has participated in the event 


for all of the past 20 years, 
received the award for Shuffler of 
the Year. “Despite her retirement, 
she made time to come back for 
the Shuffle? said Professor 
Clement Lam, chair of the Shuffle 
Advisory Committee, as he pre- 
sented her with a plaque and a 
custom t-shirt listing all the years 
she has walked. _ 

After the meal, participants 
indulged in a double layer cake to 
celebrate 20 years of shuffling. 

The campus-to-campus walk 
has raised more than $850 000 
since 1990. Last year, 700 
Shufflers brought in more than 
$52 000. 
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From left, President Judith Woodsworth, Shuffle Advisory Committee 
Chair Clement Lam, and Vice President, Advancement and Alumni 
Relations Kathy Assayag stand behind the five-foot-long, double layer 
cake to mark the 20th anniversary of the event. 


Jewish and Muslim students join to celebrate R-osh Hash-amadan 


KAREN HERLAND 


On Sept. 23 about 30 people 
gathered around a table at 
Hillel House on Stanley St. to 
share mergez, shawarma, 
kabobs and hummus. The occa- 
sion was R-osh Hash-amadan 
and the guests included 10 
members of both Hillel 
Concordia and the Muslim 
Students Association (MSA) 
along with representatives of 
the CSU and _ Multi-faith 
Chaplaincy. 

Hillel Concordia president 
Mitchell Sohmer had been 
thinking about a way to bring 
these groups together since the 
summer. “Luckily this year our 
holiest of holiday have fallen 
around the same time which 
gave me the idea to name the 
evening in honor of both.” He 
approached MSA _ president 


Abdullah Husen and the proj- 
ect grew, with input from mem- 
bers of both groups. 

Everyone invited was asked 
to keep the evening focused on 
religious and cultural 
exchange. “Even though there 
are incidents in modern and 
old history where Muslim and 
Jewish nations were at war or 
political conflict there is no 
conflict or inherent hatred of 
any sort between the two 
faiths,” remarked Husen. The 
Hillel House chef prepared the 
meal and costs were shared 
between the two groups. 

Placemats with brief 
descriptions of the meaning of 
both Rosh Hashanah and 
Ramadan were designed. Both 
Husen and Sohmer introduced 
the meal, Later, CSU president 
Amine Dabchy spoke of the 
close relationship of Jews and 


Muslims in his own country, 
Morocco. 

“I was surprised at how well 
everyone got along,” Husen 
said, adding that he overheard 
those present making plans to 
meet again informally in the 
coming weeks, both for more 
meals, and to visit a synagogue 
and a mosque. 

“It was a privilege to be pres- 
ent and to witness this celebra- 
tion. These are exactly the kind 
of events Multi-faith 
Chaplaincy is trying to pro- 
mote, said Ellie Hummel, 
Ecumenical Chaplain and coor- 
dinator of the Multi-faith 
Chaplaincy. She added that the 
spirit of the evening captured 
the newly launched We Value... 
campaign. “The evening 
showed that Concordia truly 
values diversity, respect as well 
as faith” 


AONLYOd KOSVI 





Students gathered at Hillel House to share traditions. Standing is Muslim 
Students Association president Abdullah Hasen, welcoming guests. Behind 
him (obscured) is Hillel Concordia president Mitchell Sohmer. 
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INPUT 


Copyright and fair-dealing 


Managing the rights to original work in a digital age is an increasingly com- 
plex issue. While creative output must be recognized, the line between con- 
sumer and creator is increasingly being blurred in a remix culture, The 
Canadian government has attempted to introduce legislation in the past 
that has beer: criticized for placing corporate interests over consumer con- 
cerns. This year, they opened up the discussion with a consultation process 
that invited written briefs, comments and town hall discussions across the 
country copyright.econsultation.ca 


What follows is a discussion of some of the issues from a university per- 
spective: 


Our university community includes creators and users of copyright works 
and we both create and use copyright works in carrying out our mission. 
We believe that balance and shared rights and responsibilities of all cre- 
ators and users must be a fundamental underlying principle in the 
Copyright act... Ensure that user rights are inscribed in a broad definition of 
‘fair dealing’ that includes educational purposes e.g. The right, as in the 
USA, to broadcast movies in classrooms... In any amendment to the Act, 
the ability of users of copyrighted materials to exercise broad fair dealing 
rights for educational purposes must not be compromised... Do not prohib- 
it or criminalize the circumvention of technologies by library staff or other 
higher education personnel engaged in legitimate purposes (e.g. Fair deal- 
ing, collection management; collection preservation). 


-Excerpt from the Concordia University Submission to the Federal 
Governments Copyright Consultations 


Copyright is a double edged sword. It grants the right-holder exclusive 
rights on the exploitation of literary, dramatic, musical or artistic works, 
thereby conferring monopolistic control on its use. This provides an incen- 
tive to the creator or to the right-owner to exercise their craft by enforcing 
a strong market-oriented property right. Conversely, it recognizes that a 
free and democratic society must be able to access, preserve and avail itself 
of protected works, for “fair dealings” such as news reporting or research, 
counterbalancing copyrights to other civil rights and imperatives. 


Despite its obviously oppositional nature, the current debate is confound- 
ed by the attempt to regulate digital technologies. The ease of copying dig- 
ital works makes copyright an ever more important tool to protect markets 
and industries. But if the government increases the monopolistic power of 
right owners, users and their institutions will lose much freedom and 
access to fair markets. At the fulcrum of the debate lies the notion of fair- 
ness, and the importance of mediating opposing imperatives. One can only 
fear how different lobbies will be received by the Canadian government. 


-Associate Librarian Olivier Charbonneau 





As someone who is both teaching and making work in a digital environ- 
ment, issues of copyright and intellectual property are always coming into 
play. This is certainly the case in the classroom where students are regular- 
ly bringing in projects which have been fabricated with material “found” on 
the net (be it code, image, video, text or audio) as though it is unattached 


| free floating raw matter, completely oblivious to the notion that this would 


somehow be infringing on anything other than their bandwidth usage. The 
reality of the matter is that it will be a very difficult tap to turn off at this 
point, and any policing and regulation will only strengthen the resolve of 
these netizens to basically do as they please with what they find. What is 
needed is a basic acknowledgement of the fact that file sharing and plun- 
dering of the net for base matter will be the sine qua non of the system, and 
from there try and reconnect with other forms of monetized/transactional 
scenarios, whatever they may be. DRM has failed time and again, gs has lit- 
igation so it seems that it will take a herculean effort on the behalf of all 
interested parties to air this publicly and attempt to sort it out so that 
artists are actually seeing recompense for their work and 
fans/viewers/readers are also allowed to access, manipulate and create 
upon culture that has come before (creative commons being the seminal 
template), all while keeping at bay the creeping tide of repressive political 
and business collusion. 


-Brad Todd, Part-time faculty, design and computation arts. 





Input is a new column soliciting opinions from a range of 
interested parties on topical issues. Continue the conversation 
at cjournal.concordia.ca. 


Open Access to Information 


_ KAREN HERLAND 


What if, our top-level peer- 
reviewed research/creation out- 
put could be available to anyone 


searching for it online? 
With Spectrum, our own digital 
research repository, _ being 


launched in just a few weeks, 
there is no better time to open the 
discussion across the university. 

Digital research repositories 
are an increasingly popular way 
for universities to share their 
peer-reviewed research and cre- 
ative output. 

Provost David Graham has 
been a strong supporter of the 
institutional repository since the 
idea was first raised some three 
years ago. 

I have long looked forward to 
being able to deposit my own 
work in Spectrum, he said, “and I 
am thrilled to think that the out- 
standing scholarship done by 
Concordia’s faculty will become 
more widely known and will 
remain permanently available to 
a world-wide readership” 

“Simply put, we can reach more 
people, build the strength of our 
research reputation and increase 
the positive impact of Concordia 
research on the world, if we dis- 
seminate it freely over the inter- 
net;’ University Librarian Gerald 
Beasley said in a presentation. He 
is currently touring all Faculty 
Councils before Spectrum's 
launch during international Open 
Access week (Oct. 19 - 23). 

Having our original work avail- 
able online means we can reach 
beyond the limited access of 
those whose institutions can 


afford the increasingly hefty fees 
academic journals charge. On 
average, journals have quadru- 
pled their fees in the last two 
decades, licensing back to univer- 
sities their own (usually publicly- 
funded) research _— output. 
Although tools such as Spectrum 
will not change this well-estab- 
lished publishing model 
overnight, they are increasingly 
important players on the scholar- 
ly communications landscape. 
Funding agencies - including 
the Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research, the Canadian Breast 
Cancer Research Alliance and the 
Fonds de la recherche en santé du 
Québec - are already requiring 
open access publishing as a con- 
dition for granting funds. 
Academic digital repositories are 
becoming commonplace through- 
out North America and Europe. 
Spectrum, a database system 
designed in-house, will begin pri- 
marily as a digital resource for the 
university's theses and disserta- 
tions — well over 6 000 in 
Concordia’s case, produced 
between 1967 and 2003. Seed 
funding from the Office of 
Research has supported the 
transfer of this material from 
microfilm to digital format. 
Beasley's presentation makes 
reference to Spectrum but it is 
also designed to instigate Faculty- 
and department-level discussions 
as to how wide its net could be 
cast beyond that beginning. He 
points out that some institutions - 
notably MIT, and most Faculties of 
Harvard - are now requiring their 
faculty to deposit peer-reviewed 
research in their digital reposito- 


ries once it has been accepted for 
publication. Publisher objections 
are less frequent than might be 
expected, with a growing number 
of respected publishers such as 
Elsevier, Taylor & Francis, Sage, 
Oxford and Cambridge University 
accepting the practice of open 
access publishing, To avoid direct 
competition, some require a time- 
lag (say one year) after publica- 
tion, and many retain the rights to 
the “look and feel” of the journal 
version. However, most publishers 
realize an institutional repository 
can lead to higher impact rates 
and the benefit of increased cita- 
tion for the journal itself. 

How much material is made 
available, what kind, and when, 
are the kinds of questions that 
need to be debated across the 
university. 

In addition to the larger ques- 
tions that touch on all producers 
of original work, each Faculty is 
also being asked to address the 
potential of an open access policy 
for their own output. 

At Fine Arts Faculty Council, 
Beasley explained Spectrum can 
handle digital media beyond text, 
opening the question of whether 
(and how) creative work can be 
archived. There were also ques- 
tions about the reproduction 
rights negotiated for journal arti- 
cles that are illustrated with 
examples. Would electronic 
rights need to be negotiated as 
well? Faculty Councils will be 
considering whether they want to 
adopt an open access policy, and 
if so what kind, hopefully in time 
for a Senate motion in time for 
Congress 2010. 


Open conversation at Congress 2010 


Russ COOPER 


“In the past, the theme hasn't 
always been a priority for the 
host universities of Congress. It is 
for us” 


Ronald Rudin, History — 
Professor and Academic 
Convenor for the 2010 


Congress of the Humanities 
and Social Sciences, is serious 
about making the theme of 
Connected Understanding/Le 
savoir branché work. From May 
28 to June 4, thousands of dele- 
gates and guests will be here 
for the largest annual academic 
gathering in Canada. 

“The theme is the first 
chance for the host to put its 
stamp on the Congress. When I 
showed up [to the Canadian 
Federation of Humanities and 
Social Sciences] with a theme 


we had reflected on and devel- 
oped in-depth, it was unani- 
mously approved.” 

One significant topic of con- 
versation will no doubt be open 
access to information. Rudin 
hopes Congress will facilitate a 
broad range of discussion on the 
topic in hopes of raising under- 
standing of the issues that are 
involved, not only for 
researchers, but also for the 
broader public. 

“Congress isn’t parliament, 
says Rudin. “We plan to raise 
questions for those who don't 
think about it, but probably 
should. We'll have a captive audi- 
ence to consider a topic perti- 
nent to all present.” 

While many details are still 
being arranged, Rudin is proud 
to announce the first major 
keynote address which will be 


sponsored jointly by Concordia 
and the Federation is Robert 
Darnton, Harvard Library 
Director, well-known historian 
and outspoken commentator 
on open access and the Google 
book settlement (see Journal, 
March 19, 2009). He will speak 
on the first day of Congress. 

As details are finalized, more 
panel discussions, speakers and 
opportunities for exchange will 
be organized. Rudin considers 
copyright, whether publicly- 
funded research should be 
made public and the future of 
academic journals as possible 
topics. 

To learn about Congress 2010 
at Concordia, including news, 
bios of Concordians involved 
and a preview of its events, 
cheek out the new website, con- 
gress2010.concordia.ca. 
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Rowing into the wind 





Engineering students design solar system for transatlantic race 


Rob Idsinga and Alok Chowdhury (front) will be setting off from the Canary Islands in November. The Concordia 
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team, sitting in the row boat, was supervised by (standing at right) Sheldon Williamson and Dmitry 


Rozhdestvenskiy. 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


Crossing the Atlantic in a row- 
boat might seem like a crazy 
idea but seasoned adventurers 
Alok Chowdhury and Rob 
Idsinga knew what they were 
doing when they approached 
Concordia to design the hybrid 
power management system for 
their vessel. 

Chowdhury, Idsinga and their 
third teammate, Alex Nicholson 
signed up for the Woodvale 
Atlantic Rowing Race about 8 
months ago — a 2 900 nautical 
mile voyage from the Canary 
Islands to Antigua. Their rowing 
team — dubbed Ménage a Trois 
in honour of one of their spon- 
sors, the California winery Folie 
a Deux - will set sail in 
November. In addition, they are 
raising funds for the Children’s 
Wish Foundation and the 
Montreal Children’s Hospital. 

An engineer by trade, Idsinga 


worked as a technician and 
supervisor at Concordia for six 
years and knew they could 
depend on the vast skills and 
resources within the depart- 
ment of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering. 

Five undergraduate and two 
graduate students were 
assigned to this unique cap- 
stone project, under the super- 
vision of Assistant Professor 
Sheldon Williamson and Design 
Project Specialist Dmitry 
Rozhdestvenskiy. 

“It’s a novel challenge for stu- 
dents,’ says Williamson, noting 
most electrical components 
generally require dry conditions. 
In this case, they had to forego 
some efficiency in, favour of 
ruggedness as they designed 
tough casings and new ways to 
dissipate heat. 

“He's very innovative. We 
couldn't have asked for a better 
supervisor, says student project 


leader Sarfraz Salick of 
Williamson. Rozhdestvenskiy 
played a key role in keeping 
morale high when they experi- 
enced significant ups and 
downs. Salick said he was a real 
asset to the team. 

“Most companies will sell you 
a product. Here, we have half a 
dozen engineers working on 
this.” Idsinga says, noting it 
wouldn't be easy to find the 
same kind of custom service 
anywhere else. 

The Ménage a Trois team will 
be depending on the students’ 
designs for their survival. They 
created a solar panel-battery 
hybrid system to power an on- 
board de-salination machine, 
communication tools (satellite 
phone and several radios) and 
the navigation system. 

Ideally, they will finish the 
race in 50 days but are prepared 
to be at sea for up to three 
months. They're packing 1 500 
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freeze-dried meals to try to 
replenish the 10 000 calories 
they expect to burn daily. 
Poisson du jour is also on the 
menu as they plan to spear fish. 

Eating sushi on the high seas 
might sound like an attractive 
prospect. Once you factor in 
risks like great white sharks, 
huge container ships on auto- 
pilot, and hurricanes — the caper 
seems less enticing. 

Though most of the work is 
now completed, the students 
still have to install the remain- 
ing solar panels and test the sys- 
tem in rough conditions at the 
Beaconsfield Yacht Club. Since 
Idsinga built the boat from 
scratch, the team can predict 
how it will withstand gale force 
winds or 40-foot waves. 

“We know exactly how it was 
built so we know its strength, 


Chowdhury said. 

The Concordia engineering 
team, comprised of Imtiyaj 
Mahmud, Ignazio Russo, Sarfraz 
Salik, Naveen Goswamy and 
Rumi Guzder, with additional 
consulting from graduate stu- 
dents Manu Jain and Chirag 
Desai, will be closely following 
the boat's progress from Canada. 

“We don't want to count our 
chickens before they hatch. The 
real celebration will come after 
the success of the race” 
Williamson says. 

Several fundraisers are on the 
horizon, including a dinner on 
Oct. 2 with Tania Aebi, who 
sailed around the world by her- 
self at the age of 18. Find out 
more about their grueling expe- 
dition, sponsor the team or 
donate money to their cause at 
atlanticrace.com. 





From left, Imtiyaj Mahmud, Ignazio Russo, Sarfraz Salik, Naveen Goswamy 
and Rumi Guzder peer into the hatch on the bow of the boat. 


Diving into Concordia’s past 


Participants got an inside look 
at the university’s archives dur- 
ing the Radical Walking Tour of 
Concordia, organized by the 
Quebec Public Research Interest 
Group-Concordia. 

Archives Director Nancy 
Marrelli (second from right) pro- 
vided a brief history of social 
movements at the university. 

“Many people who came to Sir 
George Williams were the first 
people in their family to attend 
university, Marrelli said. 

The tour was designed to 


present an alternative history of 
student and community strug- 
gles on campus and beyond. 

From Sept. 21 to 25, QPIRG 
hosted Old School/New School 
to provide a welcoming space 
for new and returning students 
to get involved with social and 
environmental justice issues on 
campus and in the community. 
Events included workshops, 
panels, film screenings and 
more. 

For more information, visit 
qpirgconcordia.org. 
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Concordians give back 


Centraide campaign set to launch 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


As the semester heats up and stu- 
dents start feeling the crunch, 
religion major Amie Henton jug- 
gles work, classes and her social 
life — plus her bi-weekly visits to 
the supermarket with a senior 
from the Elderly Project. 
Operated by the Yellow Door, 
the initiative is part of a network 
of agencies and projects that are 
supported by Centraide of 
Greater Montreal (known out- 
side Quebec as United Way). 
With Concordias Centraide 
campaign set to launch in mid- 
October, the time is ripe to 
become more familiar with 
organizations that will benefit 
from the university's fundraising. 
The Elderly Project aims to help 
seniors in downtown Montreal 
maintain their independence and 
continue living in their homes, 
while encouraging dialogue, 
involvement in the community 
and artistic expression. 
According to Centraide, more 
than a third of Montreal seniors 
live alone, which can result in 
isolation, poor health, and psy- 
chological distress, among 
other things. 
For people with a packed 
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organization’s city-wide fundraising campaign. 


schedule, taking the first step to 
become a volunteer can be a 
daunting task. Giving back to 
the community doesn’t mean 
signing your life away. 

In between classes or when 
her schedule permits, Henton 
responds to the Elderly Project's 
weekly callouts for volunteers to 


visit seniors, accompany them 
to medical appointments, or run 
errands. 

“It’s really heartbreaking to 
see this 102-year-old woman 
who has to do everything for 
herself,’ Henton says. 

The woman loves jazz and 
often talks about meeting Louis 
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Stingers athletes participate in Centraide’s March of | 000 Umbrellas last fall. The annual walk kicks off the 





Armstrong decades ago. All of 
her friends and family have 
come and gone, which is where 
Henton steps in to take her gro- 
cery shopping. 

“I can imagine she’s dressed 
and ready for me at 9 a.m." she 
says. “She's so grateful. When I 
finish, I really feel like I've done 
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something good. I hope someone 
will take care of me when I'm old? 

Last year, Concordians raised 
a whopping $183 503 for the 
Centraide network through pay- 
roll deductions, bake sales, 
pasta lunches, and a CARE-y-oke 
event. The organizing commit- 
tee has set the bar even higher 
for 2009-10, hoping to bring in 
$190 000. Permanent university 
employees will be able to make 
contributions online for the first 
time this year. 

Centraide will kick off their 
city-wide campaign Oct. 1 with 
the March of 1 000 Umbrellas to 
Complexe Desjardins. 

To get involved with 
Concordia’s activities, contact 
the campaign's 
Catherine Mulligan  (mulli- 
gan@encs.concordia.ca) and 
Miriam Posner (miriam1@alcor. 
concordia.ca). Visit centraide. 
concordia.ca in the coming 
weeks for details about this 
year’s events. For information 
about volunteering with the 
Yellow Door, visit yellowdoor.org. 

The Concordia University 
Volunteer Initiative can help 
match you up with a volunteer- 
ing opportunity. Visit volunteer. 
concordia.ca. 


co-chairs 





It may still be a bit inconven- 
ient to navigate through the 
construction happening down- 
town, but Director of Facilities 
Planning and Development 
Martine Lehoux assures, “We're 
in the middle of it, but I think 
the worst parts are over. 
Thanking the community for 
its patience, Lehoux states the 
construction is contributing to 
the Quartier Concordia project, 
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Downtown construction update 


the multi-year plan to revamp 
our downtown campus. 
Here's the latest: 


Exterior work on the tunnel 
along De Maisonneuve Blvd 
will be completed by early 
Oct. The interior work contin- 
ues for the Dec. 2009 opening. 
Work has now begun on the 
resurfacing of the sidewalks 
in front of the GM Building 





along De Maisonneuve Blvd 
and Guy St. 

» The city is rebuilding the 
south side of Place Bethune 
in two phases. The first 
phase, taking place now, con- 
centrates on building the new 
sidewalk at the eastern part of 
the GM Building and at the 
metro entrance. It will allow a 
temporary entrance/exit to 
the GM Building from the 


west side only, starting at the 
southeast corner of Guy and 
De Maisonneuve intersection. 
This will continue until early 
October. This second phase, 
continuing into November, 
will concentrate on the bal- 
ance of the work, and allow a 


temporary entrance to the 
GM from the east side along 
the newly constructed south 
sidewalk. The south side of 


Place Bethune is expected to 
be open by mid-December. 


Next summer, the construction 
will continue along De Maison- 
neuve between the Hall and LB 
Buildings in cooperation with 
the city. Plans include expand- 
ing the bike path and sidewalk, 
as well as installing “urban fur- 
niture” such as benches and 
tables. 
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Before: The corner of De Maisonneuve Blvd. and Guy St. is in the thick of it. 


After: An artist’s rendering of the completed Bethune Square. 
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OCTOBER | TO !I5 | CJOURNAL@ALCOR.CONCORDIA.CA 


THURS., OCT. | 


@ HIV/AIDS lecture 


Diamanda Galas’ lecture on “Updating the Plague and the 
Mass: ‘Prayers for the Infidel” will update the politics and aes- 
thetics of music in relation to the virus and other injustices. 


H-110 | 6 p.m. | aids.concordia.ca 


© * Speaking of Photography 

Joan M. Schwartz, Queen's University, will present “Rethinking 
the Discursive Origins of Photography: Alexander von 
Humboldt and the Pursuit of Geographical Knowledge” 


EV-1.615 | 6:30 p.m. | finearts.concordia.ca/news 


@® Chicago's Millennium Park 


Fred Evans of Duquesne University will present a lecture 
entitled “Citizenship, Public Art, and the Multivoiced Body: 
Chicagos Millennium Park’ The lecture is part of the CISSC 
Visiting Lecture Series, Evans will also lead an advanced 
seminar the following day. 


H-767 | 7 p.m. | cissc.concordia.ca 


FRI. OCT. 2 


@ Adventures into brain science - 
Science College lecture 


Science College alumnus Louis-Eric Trudeau discusses his 
experiences in neuroscience, including the stages of his 
training that led him from undergraduate to university pro- 
fessor and neuroscientist, and recent advances in the field. 


H-110 | 8 p.m. | alumni.concordia.ca/calendar 


@® Racial and Gender Biases in Customer 
Satisfaction 


Research suggests the presence of nonwhite and women 
service employees may produce lower aggregated customer 
satisfaction. Karl Aquino of UBC presents his findings. 


MB-6.620 | 2 p.m. | johnmolson.concordia.ca 


@® Do Differences in Legal Protections 
Explain Differences in Ownership 
Concentration? 


Clifford Holderness, Professor of Finance at Boston College 
and Visiting Professor of Finance at MIT, will present his 
research on legal protections. He will also meet with interest- 
ed faculty and students beforehand at 10 a.m. in MB-11.369. ’ 


MB-6.240 | 2 p.m. | johnmolson.concordia.ca 


SAT., OCT. 3 


© e Music Therapy Workshop 


Open to all those interested in Music Therapy, this workshop 
will explore educational and career possibilities in the field. 
Registration is required: infomt@alcor.concordia.ca 


VA Building | 10 a.m. to | p.m. 


<) Shrine Bowl Football Game 


The Concordia Stingers play Sherbrooke Vert et Or in this 
annual fundraiser for the Montreal Shriners Hospital. 
Tickets: $4-10. 


Concordia Stadium | 1 p.m. | alumni.concordia.ca/calendar 


oe Renewable Energy for the Future - 
ENCS reunion 

Pragasen Pillay, Concordia’s Hydro-Quebec Chair in Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable Energy, will examine two largely 


untapped solutions to addressing climate change: energy secu- 
rity and fossil-fuel depletion and and using renewable energy 


sources like wind and biomass. Open to all ENCS alumni. Ten-_ 


dollar ticket includes a double-pass for the lecture and the 
Engineering and Computer Science Campus Tour. 


EV-2.260 | 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. | alumni.concordia.ca/calendar 


MON., OCT. 5 


wo MIGS workshop: Mobilizing the Will 
to Intervene 


Lead researcher Kyle Mathews discusses “Mobilizing the 
Will to Intervene: Researching History for Public Policy 
Recommendations” The workshop is presented by the 
Montreal Institute in Genocide and Human Rights Studies. 


_LB-1014 | 12:15 to13:45 p.m. | migs.concordia.ca 


oe University of the Streets Café 


Meaningful work: How to find a job that doesn’t make you 
cringe. 


Burritoville, 2055 Bishop | 7 to 9 p.m. | univcafe.concordia.ca 
MON., OCT. 5 - TUES., OCT. 6 


@ 13th Annual Concordia Used Book Fair 


All proceeds go to Multi-faith Chaplaincy’s student emer- 
gency food fund and a scholarship for our students. From 
- textbooks to mysteries to cookbooks, this is a great cause 
with great bargains. 

LB Atrium | 10 a.m. to7 p.m. 


WED., OCT. 7 


a University of the Streets Café 


Borders and Boundaries: How do artist and audience com- 
municate? 


5080 St-Ambroise | 7 to9 p.m. | univcafe.concordia.ca 


oe Research Roundtable on Community 
Development and Sustainability 


Are you conducting research related to community develop- 
ment or sustainability? Do you want to find out about such 
research? If you would like to present something then please 
contact Erle Lamothe at sustain@alcor.concordia.ca or ext. 
5136 right away. 


EV-2.260 | 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. | alcor.concordia.ca/~reimer/crrg 
WED., OCT. 7 TO SUN., OCT. II 


@ international Conference: Religious 
Houses: A Legacy 


Religious houses still occupy strategic positions in the 
regional landscape or urban fabric, and maintain an impgr- 
tant place in the collective memory and imagination of our 
societies, but abandoned by their religious communities, 
they are threatened with demolition, replacement or out- 
right appropriation for commercial or private purposes. 
This conference examines their possible reassignment in a 
secularized society. 


Montreal and Quebec City 
www.colloquepatrimoinereligieux.gc.ca 


WED., OCT. 7 - SUN. OCT. 18 


© Festival du nouveau cinema 
The 38th edition of this film fest features many Concordians. 


nouveaucinema.ca 
THURS., OCT. 8 


GS @ A-¥. Jackson: The life of a 
landscape painter 


Wayne Larsen will launch his biography of A.Y. Jackson, a 
founding member of the Group of Seven, at Nicholas Hoare 
Books. Please RSVP using the email below. 


1366 Greene Ave. | 5to 8 p.m. | apennels@dundurn.com 


& @® Speaking of Photography 

Louis Kaplan from University of Toronto will present 
“Documenting Ghosts: The Strange Case of William Mumler, 
Spirit Photographer” 


EV-1.615 | 6:30 p.m. | finearts.concordia.ca/news 
SUN., OCT. I! 


@® The Persian Literary Society of 
Montreal 

Monthly meeting. 

H-420 | 6 to9 p.m. 


TUES., OCT. 13 


we > University of the Streets Café 


Health Matters: Why is treating the whole person considered 
‘alternative’? 


Coop La Maison Verte, 5785 Sherbrooke W. | 7 to 9 p.m. 
univcafe.concordia.ca 


WED., OCT. 14 


rad University of the Streets Café 
Bethune at the McCord: What is the power of photography? 


McCord Museum, 690 Sherbrooke W. | 1:30 to 4 p.m. 
univeafe.concordia.ca 


@ Low-Beer Memorial Lecture: How a 
Mental Iliness Enriched My Life 


With Charles Barber, author of Songs From The Black Chair 
and Comfortably Numb, lecturer in psychiatry at the Yale 
University School of Medicine. 


Oscar Peterson Concert Hall | 7 p.m. | 514-486-1448 
FRI., OCT. 16 - SUN., OCT. 18 
© Till We Meet Again 


A wartime musical that offers a true account of how a live 
CBC-based radio show connected a nation during the uncer- 
tainty and emotion of World War II. Multiple performances, 
features many Concordians. 


Oscar Peterson Concert Hall | tillwemeetagain.ca 


ge Spirituality of the Body 

Explorations of Tibetan Tantra with Dr. Reginald Ray, 
who brings 38 years of study and intensive meditation prac- 
tice in the lineage of Chogyam Trunpa Rinpoche to this 
weekend retreat for beginning and experienced meditators. 
Techniques will be drawn from Tibetan Yoga, Zen and 
Theravada Buddhism. 


montreal@dharmaocean.org | 514-933-5760 
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